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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

September 2017

Dear Friends of WIL:

As we come to the end of our 10th Anniversary year as an 
organization, Women International Leaders, WIL, is very proud 
of our tremendous growth and the accomplishments we have 
achieved to fulfill our mission of empowering women globally.   
This growth could not have happened without your support! 

I would like to share with you some highlights of the ways WIL 
has transformed the lives of these impoverished women both 
locally and globally. Over the past ten years we have:

 •  Funded 16 village banks through microfinance, helping 
more than 500 women globally.

 •  Provided 24 financial grants to non-profit organizations 
both locally and worldwide.

 •  Created a special microloan project in Sierra Leone to 
help young girls receive a basic education.

 •  Involved members in over ten local service projects.

In this Annual Report, you will read more about the above 
accomplishments that represent our mission, “Empowering 
Women Globally.”  We thank you for your past support and 
hope that you will continue to be involved by becoming a 
member.  Just go to our website at www.wil-gp.org.

Thank you from all the women struggling to survive!

Sincerely,

Caroline Wischmann 
President

WIL is a registered 501(c) 3 not- profit organization and contributions  
are tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law 2



OUR MISSION
Women International Leaders, or WIL, of Greater Philadelphia, brings together women from diverse backgrounds 
who are committed to empowering women in developing countries.  Members contribute their time, knowledge 
and funds to support a broad array of projects, i.e. village Banks, training programs, artisanal collectives, education 
and health initiatives, that raise women’s economic and social status, promote self-determination, and help women 
become community leaders.

WIL members strive to educate themselves and others about the challenges to women’s empowerment.  Regular 
meetings in Philadelphia provide members with the opportunity to learn about women’s global issues and develop 
solutions to the challenges faced by many women. WIL organizes group travel to communities where WIL 
supported projects are located.  Empowerment grants and service projects are other ways in which WIL is working 
hard towards empowering women.

WIL, a 501(c)3, was founded in January 2007 as a nonprofit member organization.

WHAT WE DO
Micro-Finance
Microfinance is the provision of financial services to low-income people.  It envisions a world where low-income 
households have access to high-quality and affordable financial services.  Initially the term was closely associated 
with microcredit-very small loans to groups of unsalaried borrowers with little or no collateral, who work together 
to pay off the collective loans.  Unlike other forms of lending, microcredit loans use methodologies such as group 
lending and liability, pre-loan savings requirements, and the gradual increase in loan sizes to evaluate client’s credit 
worthiness. Our approach is: 

 • Partnering with organizations like The International Alliance for Women (TIAW)

 • Research and evaluations

 • Fund raising and awareness

A $5,000.00 loan per village bank is divided among 30-40 women, assisting them in their entrepreneurial pursuits 
which helps provide food, shelter and health provisions to their families. To date more than 500 women have been 
helped by WIL through the establishment of 14 village banks in 13 nations.

Empowerment Grants 
Competitive empowerment grants provide financial support for non-profits and NGO’s working in developing 
countries. The empowerment grants have benefited over 5,500 women and children to date, and target areas of 
WIL’s mission other than microfinance, including education, health, training, and social and political empowerment 
programs for women.

Service
WIL builds strategic partnerships with local/international organizations focused on empowerment of women to 
raise women’s economic and social status, promote self-determination and to help women become community 
leaders. WIL conducts three or four service projects each year in the Philadelphia region with members contributing 
their time in support of these organizations.

Education
WIL members learn from programs annually with speakers who focus directly on issues pertaining to women’s 
wellbeing. Annual insight trips abroad offer members first hand experiences with women who are benefiting from 
micro loans.
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FINANCIALS 
WIL focused on key initiatives in the fiscal year ending August 31, 2017 that were designed to increase awareness 
and fundraising for the organization. These efforts included production of a video for use on the web site and 
in other fundraising activities, engaging a marketing and fundraising consultant to advise the WIL Marketing 
Committee, and printing of materials for fundraising. The Membership Committee executed a new fundraising 
campaign, “Power of Ten.” These initiatives were extremely successful with revenues increasing 225% over the  
prior fiscal year. 

Expenses were up 248% due largely to the investment in the video and printing for additional fundraising activities. 
The video will continue to be used in coming year and is considered an investment in our ongoing fundraising 
activities.

With the resulting change in net assets of $20,743, WIL is pleased to be increasing support of microfinance banking 
and empowerment grants in the new fiscal year.    

Income
Membership 28,200.00
Donations 34,067.00
Shop Local 772.00
Trip 860.00
Other/cards 320.00

Total Income 64,219.00

Expenses
Program  
Micro Finance 9,000.00
Empowerment Grants 7,500.00
Education Programs 3,000.00
Travel 300.00

Total 19,800.00

Management/Fundraising
Administrative 8,815.50
Insurance 1,235.00
Technology 3,515.55
Marketing 5,623.76
Entertain/Food 1,453.47
Travel 825.00
Misc. Committee Exp 2,207.22

Total 23,675.50

Total  43,475.50
Change in Net Assets 20,743.50

Statement of Activities FY 17 
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WIL’S 2016/2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Microfinance
Money has been raised for two new banks in Cambodia and India. We are in the process of vetting Micro finance 
financial institutions for fund distribution.

 Current Banks
 COUNTRIES MICRO FINANCE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
 Ghana United We Stand
 Mexico Pro Mujer
 Nicaragua Pro Mujer
 South Africa Small Enterprise Foundation
 Guatemala Friendship Bridge
 Tanzania Pride
 Haiti Fonkoze
 Haiti Fonkoze
 Philippines CARD
 Guatemala Friendship Bridge
 Dominican Republic  Esparanza International
 Kenya  LEWA
 Zimbabwe FACHIG SAASCCO
 Uganda  FINCA
Empowerment Grants
8 grants totaling $7,500.00 were awarded in 2017:

 •  Deline’s Gift, Senegal provides disabled women in the post-conflict region of Casamance. A $1,000.00 grant 
will be used to purchase ingredients, packaging and promotional materials for their soap products to be sold at 
local markets and fairs.

 •  Fistual Foundation, Sub-Saharan Africa and SE Asia’s mission fights fistula practices globally. A $500.00 
grant will pay for one woman’s life changing surgery.

 •  Love Unveiled Ministries, Uganda was founded to provide education and empowerment to girls and young 
women. WIL’s grant of $1,000.00 will help implement the Start, Stay and Return program for girls in two 
villages in Northern Uganda.

 •  Society for Nurture Education and Health focuses mainly on women/girls of the poorest communities in 
Dehbyradun, northern India, by restoring basic rights and offering them medical benefits, formal education 
and skills training. A $1,000.00 grant will provide salaries for two assistant teachers.
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 •  Trautbuck Project Uganda provides a village support group in Kampala and Wakiso districts in Uganda 
through activities that include business development, education and family empowerment. A $1,000.00 grant 
will help support the introduction of an inexpensive, portable Bio-gas generating system that easily digests 
biodegradable materials to produce gas for cooking and lighting. 

 •  Urban Promise International, Malawi supports girl’s empowerment program at Mercy Care Malawi. The 
program currently serves 30 high school girls aged 13-19. Their mission is to keep girls in the classroom 
rescuing girls from forced marriages. A $1,000.00 grant helps supports this program.

 •  Women Against Violence, and Exploitation in Society, Sierra Leone’s mission is to provide support to girls 
in a challenging environment where girls are the least recognized, the most violated and marginalized portion 
of society. A $1,000.00 grant will help fund their efforts to support girls in completing their education and 
becoming economically, socially, culturally and politically independent.

 •  Women for Women International, Kosovo. This organization’s mission is to support the most marginalized 
women in Kosovo to earn and save money, improve health and well-being, influence decisions in their own 
home and community, and connect to networks for support. A $1,000.00 grant will fund a five-day capacity 
building and leadership training program for 30 women.

Service
WIL members participated in three local service projects this year:

 •  Narenj Tree is a nonprofit organization that collects needed supplies and ships them to Syrian refugees in  
Turkey. WIL participated in Narenj Tree’s service day to help sort and package these supplies and get them 
ready for shipment.

 •  Serengeti Alliance is committed to improving the quality of life in the Serengeti region through water 
resource development. WIL members helped the organization to create a marketing video and a marketing 
plan.

 •  Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) provides humanitarian aid and assistance to immigrants. Several 
WIL members accompanied undocumented refugees to court and stayed with their children on court days

Education
In November 2016, 12 WIL members traveled to Ghana and to meet with grantees and delivered a service 
workshop.  

Five educational programs were presented to our WIL members here in Philadelphia:

 •  Women and Girl Refugees: providing the resources most needed to Syrian Refugees presented by the Narenj 
Tree Foundation.

 •  Doing Good Great: book talk and workshop on effective philanthropy. Presenter - Ava Lala

 •  Stand with Refugees: Building a More resilient Community Presenters - Anh Hua and Juliane Ramic

 •  Microfinance: Friendship Bridge in  Guatemala Presenter-Karen Larson, CEO

 •  Deline’s Gift: Empowering Women in Senegal. Presenter - Karine Sar
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SOME OF OUR STORIES
Nicaragua
Sandra is a single mother who could not make ends meet with two jobs: one cleaning houses and the other selling 
firewood. With a $157.00 loan and business training through a WIL partner, Sandra opened her own business, a 
small convenience store, was able to support her family, and began a new life.

In Sandra’s words, “I learned how to manage my money and how to create a business plan. I am also learning how 
to be a leader. I was elected to be president of my communal bank!” 

Uganda
Bweyogerere Women’s Group Village Bank

Nora, 58, lives in Bweyogerere, Uganda. She previously worked as a tailor, but had difficulty getting clients. When 
Norah’s husband abandoned her and her six children and married another woman, he sold off their land that they 
used to cultivate their food, leaving Norah with six children to feed and no income.

She joined the Bweyogerere Women’s Group and used her first loan of $75.00 to start a maize flour mill. Today her 
business has grown to 30 employees, and Norah has bought back part of the land that she lost. 

In Norah’s words, “I have been able to put my past behind me and my life has improved greatly thanks to FINCA 
(WIL’s MFI in Uganda). “

Nigeria
Kallos Life Academy is a life school for girls building training programs for young girls 11-17 years of age designed 
to equip them with life skills. The training session funded by a WIL grant focused on self-discovery and self-
governance, making right career choices, leadership and entrepreneurship. Four hundred girls and four facilitators 
participated. 

In the words of Taiwo, age 14,  “It is really encouraging to have people who are interested in helping us become 
better. Today I learned I am not just a girl but I can be anything I want to be.”

In the words of Rachael, age 16 “The program was an interesting one. I learned that I can balance my hobby and 
career but I need to be disciplined enough not to be distracted.”

Sierra Leone
Street Child is a nonprofit organization that believes every child has a right to a safe home and an education. WIL’s 
2017 grant has leant significant support for their mission.

Meet Zainab Bah, a mother of three and caregiver of another three children. Before the grant, her husband was the 
breadwinner and working as a taxi driver.

Zainab runs a cookery shop and serves food three times a day, seven days a week. She had the business before we 
gave her the grant, but with this grant, she was able to significantly grow her business. She now serves 21 meals a 
week to 15 people at a time, her turnover of $200.00 a week allows her family and business to thrive with all six 
children to attending school. 7
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